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AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

THE OPENING OF THE WEST FOR MINING TO THE DISCOVERY
OF BISBEE

WITH A LOOK AT THE APACHE
PROBLEM AS SEEN BY THE
SETTLERS OF THE TIME

1887 STUDIO-TYPE PORTRAIT OF

GERONIMO

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

The presence of hostile Apache Indians did much to slow the exploration and settlement of
southeastern Arizona. So real was the threat that few dared to venture into what is now Cochise
County without substantial protection. Indeed, it was the search for Geronimo and other
Apaches that led to the discovery of mineral deposits in Mule Gulch and the establishment of
Bisbee. However, the threat of attack by hostiles was very real and military protection was
needed to allow for the mines to be developed.




Sketch map by Capitan Emory of the US - Mexico boundary 1851. Library of Congress

But for the Gadsden Purchase, the ore deposits at what became Bisbee as well as several other
important copper deposits, would have been in Mexico. The approximate position of Bisbee
today is where the word Cafion is written on the map above.
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EXPANSION TO THE WEST

1857 MAP OF THE GADSDEN PURCHASE

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

THE TREATY OF GUADALUPE HIDALGO PROVIDED FOR THE MEXICAN CESSION, IN
WHICH MEXICO CEDED 525,000 SQUARE MILES TO THE US IN EXCHANGE FOR $15
MILLION. THE AGREEMENT ESTABLISHED THE BORDER BETWEEN THE U.S. AND
MEXICO AT THE RIO GRANDE AND THE GILA RIVER. THE GADSDEN PURCHASE OF
1853, WHICH INCLUDES THE BISBEE AREA, COMPLETED THE CONTINENTAL

EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES.

The Gadsden Purchase was completed by treaty on December 30, 1853, wherein the United
States agreed to pay to México the sum of $10,000,000 for an area of some 45,535 square miles.
The territory was needed by the United States to construct a southern transcontinental railway. It
was to be the last continental expansion for America.

The purchase was named for James Gadsden who was the US Minister to Mexico under
President Franklin Pierce and who was very much a proponent of a southern railway. The
agreement was so unpopular in Mexico that the dictator Santa Ana was forced to step down and
Gadsden was recalled for interfering with the domestic policies of Mexico. He died in 1858,
long before the railway he hoped for was completed in 1881.
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THE PUSH AND THE PULL TO GO WEST

FEW PEOPLE TRULY WANTED TO LEAVE THE RELATIVE COMFORT
OF THE LARGELY DEVELOPED EASTERN OR MIDWESTERN U.S.
IN THE MID OR LATE 1800s. THERE WERE FORCES WHICH
PUSHED THEM OUT OF THIS COMFORT AND ATTRACTIONS THAT
PULLED THEM TO THE UNDEVELOPED WEST.

- AMERICA WAS EXPANDING RAPIDLY, BUT OPPORTUNITIES FOR
MOST WERE FEW, PARTICULARLY IMMIGRANTS

- IT WAS LARGELY AN AGRARIAN SOCIETY, BUT GOOD FARM
LAND WAS SCARCE AND EXPENSIVE IN THE EAST AND MIDWEST

- FACTORY EMPLOYMENT WAS POORLY PAID AND FILLED WITH
DRUDGERIES WITH FEW JOBS AVAILABLE

PULL — WAGES IN THE WEST WERE TYPICALLY MUCH HIGHER,
PARTICULARLY IN THE MINES

PULL - THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE WEST — LAND TO FARM,
TIMBER AND MINERALS WERE ABUNDANT AND CHEAP IF NOT FREE TO
THOSE WILLING TO WORK

PULL — U.S. GOVERNMENT FOSTERS A WESTWARD MOVE WITH THE
HOMESTEAD ACT OF 1862, THE PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL (1862),

PULL -THE MINING LAW OF 1872 OPENED UP MINERAL LAND TO
THOSE WILLING TO INVEST TIME AND RESOURCES
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THE AMERICAN WEST — IT WAS MINING THAT LED THE WAY

e [N SPITE OF POP CULTURE LORE, IT WAS PRECIOUS METAL
MINING THAT OPENED UP THE WEST AT PLACES SUCH AS:
— THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH OF 1848
— SILVER FROM THE COMSTOCK LODE OF NEVADA 1859

— COLORADO SILVER/ GOLD CAMPS OF GEORGETOWN, SILVER
PLUME, LEADVILLE 1864 -1874

— GOLD DISCOVERED IN THE BLACK HILLS, NORTH DAKOTA 1874
— SILVER IS DISCOVERED AT TOMBSTONE IN 1877

ALL OF THESE AND OTHER RICH DEPOSITS BROUGHT FORTUNE
SEEKERS AND MANY IN NEED OF WORK TO THE WEST

e HOWEVER, IT WAS ONLY AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE
SEVERAL TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILWAYS IN THE 1870s 1O
EARLY 1880s, THAT BASE METAL MINING (COPPER, LEAD,
ZINC) BECOME TRULY ECONOMICALLY VIABLE. BEFORE THAT,
ALL EFFORTS WERE SMALL AND MARGINALLY PROFITABLE, IF
PROFITABLE AT ALL

— PRIOR TO 1860, COPPER WAS MINED AT SANTA RITA, NEW
MEXICO AND AJO, ARIZONA.

— THEN AT CLIFTON, ARIZONA DURING THE MID-1870S FOLLOWED
BY BISBEE IN THE LATE 1870s. IN ALL CASES, THE MINING WAS
SMALL IN SCOPE AND LIMITED TO VERY HIGH — GRADE
MATERIALS.
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MINING LEGISLATION BEFORE 1872

* ALTHOUGH THE PRACTICES FOR OPEN MINING ON PUBLIC LAND WERE
MORE-OR-LESS UNIVERSAL IN THE WEST, AND SUPPORTED BY STATE
AND TERRITORIAL LEGISLATION, THEY WERE STILL ILLEGAL UNDER
EXISTING FEDERAL LAW. AT THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR, SOME
EASTERN CONGRESSMEN REGARDED WESTERN MINERS AS SQUATTERS
WHO WERE ROBBING THE PUBLIC PATRIMONY, AND PROPOSED SEIZURE
OF THE WESTERN MINES TO PAY THE HUGE WAR DEBT.

°IN JUNE 1865, REPRESENTATIVE GEORGE JULIAN OF INDIANA
INTRODUCED A BILL FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE THE WESTERN
MINES FROM THEIR DISCOVERERS, AND SELL THEM AT PUBLIC AUCTION.
REPRESENTATIVE FERNANDO WOOD PROPOSED THAT THE

GOVERNMENT SEND AN ARMY TO CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, AND
ARIZONA TO EXPEL THE MINERS "BY ARMED FORCE IF NECESSARY TO
PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF THE GOVERNMENT IN THE MINERAL LANDS."
HE ADVOCATED THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ITSELF WORK THE
MINES FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE TREASURY.

* FORTUNATELY, WESTERN REPRESENTATIVES SUCCESSFULLY ARGUED
THAT WESTERN MINERS AND PROSPECTORS WERE PERFORMING
VALUABLE SERVICES BY PROMOTING COMMERCE AND SETTLING NEW
TERRITORY, AND THEY TACKED LEGISLATION LEGALIZING LODE (HARD
ROCK) MINING ON PUBLIC LAND ONTO A LAW REGARDING EASTERN
CANAL RIGHTS. THE LEGISLATION, KNOWN AS THE "CHAFFEE LAWS"
AFTER COLORADO TERRITORIAL REPRESENTATIVE JEROME CHAFFEE,
PASSED AND WAS SIGNED ON JULY 26, 1866.
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WESTERN MINER’S HAD FEW TRUE RIGHT S AND FEWER RULES

WHEN SERIOUS MINING BEGAN IN THE WEST, THE UNITED STATES HAD
ONLY RECENTLY ACQUIRED CALIFORNIA, NEVADA, UTAH, NEW MEXICO
AND ARIZONA FROM MEXICO BY THE TREATY OF GUADALUPE HIDALGO.
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD LITTLE PRESENCE IN THE NEWLY-
ACQUIRED TERRITORIES.

MINERS AND PROSPECTORS ON THE CALIFORNIA GoOLD RUSH OF 1849
FOUND THEMSELVES IN A LEGAL VACUUM. ALTHOUGH THE US

GOVERNMENT HAD LAWS GOVYERNING THE LEASING OF MINERAL LAND,
NONE EXISTED WHICH GAVE OTHER RIGHTS OR PROTECTION TO THE
DISCOVERER.

THE MINERS FORMED “MINING DISTRICTS” TO BRING SOME FORM OF ORDER
TO THE OFTEN REMOTE AND ISOLATED AREAS WHERE THEY WERE
WORKING.
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THE U.S. GOYERNMENT ENCOURAGES MINING

e DEVELOPMENT AND POPULATING THE WEST WAS A
NATIONAL PRIORITY, PARTICULARLY FOLLOWING
THE CIVIL WAR

e MOST OF THE LAND OF THE WEST WAS OWNED BY
THE GOVERNMENT AND IT WAS AVAILABLE

e THE MINING LAW OF 1872 WAS INTENDED TO
ENCOURAGE THE DISCOVERY OF AND FACILITATE
THE PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF MINERAL DEPOSITS

— THE GOVERNMENT LAND WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO
SEPARATE ESTATES — SURFACE AND MINERAL WITH THE
MINERAL ESTATE TO HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE SURFACE
WITH JUST COMPENSATION

— THE OPPORTUNITY TO CLAIM THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO A
MINERAL DEPOSIT WAS GIVE TO THE DISCOVERER

— HOLDING A REGISTERED CLAIM WAS THE SAME AS HOLD
REAL PROPERTY AS IT WAS A LEGAL RIGHT WHICH COULD
BE TRANSFERRED BY SALE OR OTHER MECHANISM

— TRUE, LEGAL OWNERSHIP OF THE LAND AND THE
CONTAINED MINERALS WAS NOW POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE
WILLING TO WORK

The Mining Law of 1872

The mining law of 1866 gave discoverers rights to stake mining claims to extract gold, silver,
cinnabar (the principal ore of mercury) and copper. When Congress passed the General Mining
Act of 1872, the wording was changed to "or other valuable deposits," giving greater scope to the
law. The 1872 act also granted extralateral rights to lode claims, something which would prove
both valuable and nettlesome.

The purposes of the 1872 Mining Law were to promote mineral exploration and development on
federal lands in the western United States, offer an opportunity to obtain a clear title to mines
already being worked, and help settle the West. The Mining Law granted free access to
individuals and corporations to prospect for minerals on open public domain lands, and allowed
them, upon making a discovery, to stake (or "locate") a claim on the deposit. A valid claim
entitles the holder to develop the minerals. The 1872 Mining Law originally applied to all
minerals except coal.




Including lands that passed out of the government, but reverted back to federal ownership.
"Acquired" lands -- those obtained from a state or a private owner through purchase, gift, or
condemnation.

The 1872 Mining Law was one of the primary forces behind the development of mineral
resources in the West, along with the industries and services that supported mineral production.
Major hard rock minerals developed in the West include copper, silver, gold, lead, zinc,
molybdenum, and uranium. During the 19th century, major mining districts for silver and gold
were developed under the Mining Law in Colorado, California, and Nevada. Early in the 20th
century, there were major developments of porphyry copper deposits in Arizona. Large
molybdenum and tungsten deposits in Colorado were also developed. In spite of its critics, and
there are many, the Mining Law of 1872 continues to provide the structure for much of the
Western mineral development on public domain lands. Western mining, although not as
extensive as it once was, is still a major economic activity, and a high percentage of hard rock
mining is on public lands.
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THE MINING LAW OF 1872 GIVES HOPE AND PROMISE

THE NEW OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED BY THE MINING LAW OF 1872
TO POSSIBLY SUCCEED AND EVEN PROSPER, GAVE RISE TO THAT
GREAT AMERICAN ICON, “THE PROSPECTOR”

THESE TRUE ENTREPRENEURS
CAME FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE
AND CONTRIBUTED IMMENSELY TO
THE GROWTH OF AMERICA IN THE
19™ AND 20™ CENTURIES.

OFTEN THESE BRAVE MEN WERE
FINANCED (GRUBSTAKED) BY
OTHERS WITH THE
UNDERSTANDING THAT ANY
DISCOVERIES WOULD BE SHARED
BY THE PROSPECTOR.

GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION
PROSPECTOR IN BISBEE C - 1895

USUALLY, THE PROSPECTOR QUICKLY SOLD ANY PROMISING FIND, AS THEY
SELDOM HAD THE MONEY NEEDED DEVELOP A MINE. SOMETIMES THE
PROSPECTOR WOULD RETAIN A MINORITY INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY TO
SHARE IN THE SUCCESS OF THE MINE, WHEN DEVELOPED.

10
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THE MINING CLAIM

A DISCOVERER OF A MINERAL DEPOSIT WOULD MARK IN THE FIELD
WITH STONE MONUMENTS, THE OUTLINE OF THE CLAIM AND RECORD IT
WITH THE MINING DISTRICT OR, LATER, THE COUNTY IN WHICH IT WAS
LOCATED. THIS GAVE THE LOCATOR EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO THE LAND
AND CONTAINED MINERALS.

ANNUAL WORK REQUIREMENTS OF ROUGHLY EQUAL TO THE VALUE OF
FIVE OUNCES OF GOLD ($100), WERE REQUIRED TO CONTINUE
HOLDING THE CLAIM. IT WAS ALSO REQUIRED THAT THE ASSESSMENT
WORK BE RECORDED WITH THE COUNTY TO CONFIRM ITS
PERFORMANCE.

FAILURE TO PERFORM AND RECORD THE REQUIRED ANNUAL
ASSESSMENT WORK WOULD CAUSE THE CLAIM TO LAPSE AND THE
GROUND WOULD BE OPEN FOR LOCATION (STAKING) BY OTHERS. IT WAS
COMMON FOR OTHERS TO CLOSELY MONITOR THIS REQUIREMENT AND IF
THE CLAIM HOLDER DID NOT DO THE WORK OR FILE A NOTICE OF
HAVING DONE THE WORK, THEY WOULD RELOCATE THE CLAIM IN THEIR
NAME. A PERFECTLY LEGAL PRACTICE.

ONCE ECONOMIC VIABILITY WAS PROVEN, THE CLAIM COULD BE
PATENTED AND BECOME THE REAL PROPERTY OF THE HOLDER

Mining Law of 1872 added a requirement for at least $100 worth of annual assessment work to
be done for the benefit of each claim in order to maintain it, as well as record the fulfilment of
the assessment work obligation. Failure to mark and record a claim or to do the necessary annual
assessment work would open the claim for location by someone else. County or mining district
recorders kept track of the recording as well as the annual assessment work.

11
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MINING CLAIMS

A MINING CLAIM COULD BE AS LARGE AS 600 FEET WIDE AND 1,500
FEET LONG IN A HORIZONTAL PROJECTION AS IF IT WERE ON FLAT
GROUND, THUS IT COULD APPEAR MUCH, MUCH LARGER WHEN
PLACED OVER HILLY GROUND SUCH AS AT BISBEE

TO BE SURE THAT ALL THE POTENTIALLY VALUABLE GROUND WAS
CLAIMED, IT WAS COMMON TO OVERLAP LOCATIONS. HOWEVER, THE
VALID PART WAS ONLY THAT PORTION WHICH DID NOT CONFLICT WITH
A MORE SENIOR LOCATION

AS MORE CLAIMS WERE STAKED IN A PROMISING AREA, THEY BECAME
VERY COMPLEX IN LAYOUT

CLAIMS WERE TYPICALLY STAKED FOR MILES IN ALL DIRECTIONS
SURROUNDING A MINERAL DISCOVERY , USUALLY WITH SPECULATION
IN MIND AND WITH THE HOPE THAT AN EXTENSION OF THE KNOWN
ORE MIGHT CONTINUE ONTO THIS DISTANT GROUND AS WELL

IN A RICH AREA SUCH AS BISBEE, HUNDREDS OF MINING CLAIMS
WOULD STAKED WITH EVERY SMALL OPENING BETWEEN CLAIMS
(FRACTIONS) COVERED BY OVERLAPPING CLAIMS

~~~~~

The portion of mining ground held under the Federal and local laws by one claimant or
association, by virtue of one location and record. Lode claims, maximum size 600 ft. by 1,500 ft.
(182.9 m by 457.3 m). Placer claims 600 ft. by 1,320 ft. (182.9 m by 402.4 m). A claim is
sometimes called a location.

Mining claim

a. That portion of the public mineral lands that a miner, for mining purposes, takes hold of and
possesses in accordance with mining laws.

b. A mining claim is a parcel of land containing valuable minerals in the soil or rock. A location
is the act of appropriating such a parcel of land according to law or to certain established rules.

c. In the General Mining Law of 1872, that portion of a vein or lode and of the adjoining surface,
or of the surface and subjacent material to which a claimant has acquired the right of possession
by virtue of a compliance with such statute and the local laws and rules of the district within

12




which the location may be situated. Independent of acts of the U.S. Congress providing a mode
for the acquisition of title to the mineral lands of the United States, the term has always been
applied to a portion of such lands to which the right of exclusive possession and enjoyment by a
private person or persons, has been asserted by actual occupation, and compliance with the
mining laws and regulations. (Ricketts, 1943)

d. Distinction between mining claim and location is that they are not always synonymous and
may often mean different things; a mining claim may refer to a parcel of land containing
valuable mineral in its soil or rock, while location is the act of appropriating such land according
to certain established rules. A mining claim may include as many adjoining locations as the
locator may make or purchase, and the ground covered by all, though constituting what is
claimed for mining purposes, will constitute a mining claim and will be so designated. (Ricketts,
1943)

e. Title issued by the Government concerned to an individual or group, which grants that
individual or group the right to exploit mineral wealth in a specified area by approved methods in
accordance with the ruling laws and regulations. (Pryor, 3)
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MINING CLAIMS ON THE GROUND — A JIGSAW PUZZLE

MINING CLAIMS
WERE LOCATED SO
AS TO COVER
EVERY SQUARE
INCH OF THE
POTENTIALLY RICH
GROUND.
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THE PREDICTABLE
RESULTS WERE A
COMPLEX
PATTERN OF
OFTEN IRREGULAR
AND OVERLAPPING
PARCELS, EACH
WITH ITS
PROTECTIVE
OWNER, GUARDING
HIS INTEREST.
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GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION
CLAIMS IN THE OLDER PART OF THE WARREN MINING DISTRICT




It was common to stake a claim and have it overlap part of an earlier claim to cover any possible
open space (a fraction), later surveying may revel. The senior claim always had a prior right to
the over lapping portion of the junior claim and this was accepted as standard in the majority of
mining districts. Thus, an intentional overlap was not considered a threat or a trespass.
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Survey portion of the Plat of the Copper Queen Mining Claim 1881- Graeme Larkin collection

A plat is a map drawn to scale of a survey which shows the horizontal projection of the area
occupied by a mining claim, with the side and end line lengths and bearings indicated. The plat
of the Copper Queen Mining Claim was drafted to illustrate the area which it occupied relative to
an established and accepted U. S. Mineral Monument.

Plats were often used to demonstrate the claim location to a prospective investor as well as fix its
position, as it was a common, but unscrupulous practice to allow a claim to “float,” fixing the
location only when the “best” ground had been determined. When the use of the plat was to help
secure funding or to sell the property, the location of nearby ore and infrastructure were usually
noted, as is the case with this plat. Indeed, this plat or one very similar would have been
presented to Dr. Douglas and other potential purchasers, as the Copper Queen was almost always
for sale.

The Copper Queen was actually a relocation of the Halcro Mining Claim, which had been
located on December 14, 1877, (Cochise County Book of Records 1, p. 154) but as the required
annual assessment work had not been completed during a year’s time the original location
lapsed. Thus, on December 15, 1878 the Copper Queen Mining Claim was located (Cochise
County Book of Records 6. p. 656. The Halcro was never a mine as some mistakenly believe.
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MINING CLAIM NAMES

ONE REQUIREMENT FOR LOCATING A MINING CLAM WAS THAT IT MUST
HAVE A NAME IDENTIFYING IT

NAMING MINING CLAIMS WAS AN ART IN ITS SELF, ANYTHING WAS FAIR
GAME — GOOD, BAD, EVEN PROFANE —~ WITH IMAGINATION THE ONLY
LIMITING FACTOR AND PROSPECTORS OFTEN HAD VERY VIVID
IMAGINATIONS (IN LATER YEARS, TERMS DEEMED PROFANE WERE
CHANGED, I.E. THE “BARE ASS” CLAIM WAS RENAMED THE BARRAS)

NAMES OFTEN HONORING WIVES, OR GIRL FRIENDS; EVEN
PROSTITUTES SUCH AS “IRISH MAG” WERE OFTEN GIVEN TO MINING
CLAIMS

ALLEGORICAL NAMES SUCH AS NEPTUNE, ATLAS AND VENUS ARE
FOUND IN MOST LARGE DISTRICTS, INCLUDING AT BISBEE

MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, FANCIFUL NAMES SUCH AS THE COPPER
QUEEN, BELLE ISLE, SILVER BEAR, UNCLE SAM, TWILIGHT, REINDEER,
NEPTUNE WERE CHOSEN

HEROES OF THE ERA WERE POPULAR CHOICES SUCH AS “ADMIRAL
DEWEY,” “BUCKY O'NEIL,” AND “ROBERT E. LEE”

JOHN RUCKER NAMED THE FIRST CLAIM FILED HERE THE “RUCKER”
FOR HIMSELF AS DID OTHERS LATER ON

15
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How MINING DISTRICTS CAME TO BE

MINERS ORGANIZED THEIR OWN GOVERNMENTS IN EACH NEW
MINING CAMP, AND ADOPTED THE MEXICAN MINING LAWS THEN
EXISTING IN CALIFORNIA THAT GAVE THE DISCOVERER RIGHT TO
EXPLORE AND MINE GOLD AND SILVER ON PUBLIC LAND.

MINERS MOVED FROM ONE CAMP TO THE NEXT, AND MADE THE
RULES OF ALL CAMPS MORE OR LESS THE SAME, USUALLY
DIFFERING ONLY IN DETAILS SUCH AS IN THE MAXIMUM SIZE OF
MINING CLAIMS, AND THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH A CLAIM MUST
BE WORKED BEFORE IT BECAME FORFEITED AND SUBJECT TO BEING
CLAIMED BY SOMEONE ELSE.

CALIFORNIA MINERS SPREAD THE CONCEPT ALL OVER THE WEST
WITH EACH NEW MINING RUSH, AND THE PRACTICES SPREAD TO ALL
THE STATES AND TERRITORIES WEST OF THE GREAT PLAINS.

THESE QUASI-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES FORMED “MINING
DISTRICTS” TO GOVERN THE WAY CLAIMS WERE LOCATED AND
WORKED THROUGH COMMON ACCORD.

THE WARREN MINING DISTRICT WAS FORMED UNDER THESE
PRINCIPLES.

Ricketts (1943) defined a mining district as “A section of country usually designated by name,
having described or understood boundaries within which minerals are found and worked under
rules and regulations prescribed by the miners therein. There is no limit to its territorial extent
and its boundaries may be changed if vested rights are not thereby interfered with.”

16
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Mining districts of Cochise County in 1881, Library of Congress.

At the time the above map was produced, the Tombstone Mining District was far and away the
most important in newly formed Cochise County.
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THE WARREN MINING DISTRICT
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Warren Mining District
Cochise Countpy, Arizona
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GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION

THE WARREN MINING DISTRICT SHOWING OWNERSHIP BY MINING
COMPANY C — 1922 THE PRODUCTIVE AREA IS OUTLINED IN RED
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THE DISCOVERY!

THE DISCOVERY OF MINERALIZATION IN THE MULE MOUNTAINS IN THE
SUMMER OF 1877 CHANGED THE FACE OF THE ARIZONA TERRITORY AND
IMPACTED ITS QUEST FOR STATEHOOD.

JACK DUNN WAS A CIVILIAN SCOUT WITH A
DETACHMENT OF U.S. CALVARY THAT CAME INTO
MULE GULCH WHILE CHASING APACHES. HE FOUND
CERUSSITE, A LEAD MINERAL COMMONLY
ASSOCIATED WITH SILVER, NEAR AN OUTCROP OF
HARD IRON OXIDE, LATER CALLED “THE IRON

MONSTER.” THE IRON MONSTER WAS ALMOST
DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE QUEEN MINE TOURS SITE.

HE AND LT. JOHN RUCKER , LEADER OF THE
SOLDERS, STAKED THE FIRST CLAIM IN MULE
GULCH, THE RUCKER CLAIM, OVER THE SPOT
WHERE THE MINERAL WAS FOUND. THE
ORIGINAL HOPE WAS THAT SILVER HAD BEEN
FOUND, PERHAPS ANOTHER TOMBSTONE,
WHICH HAD JUST BEEN DISCOVERED
EARLIER THAT YEAR. MORE CLAIMS NEEDED

TO BE STAKED. WHITE CERUSSITE COATED BY RED MINIUM ,
8 CcM - HENDRICKS GULCH , BISBEE

GRAEME COLLECTION

The settling of the many mining districts of the American West is filled with stories of men and
women of exceptional courage and foresight; Bisbee is no exception. Perhaps even greater
quantities of these rare virtues were required of those who chose the desert southwest. An
unforgiving land, it claimed more lives than all of the Indians and outlaws combined. The Mule
Mountains and their main canyon, Mule Gulch, at least, were a bit more hospitable. Here was
water and abundant game among the great oaks, willows and tangled wild grape vines lining the
stream.

A search for water (and Apaches) brought John Dunn and his fellow soldiers to this can-yon. A
member of a government scouting party from Camp Bowie, Dunn camped with his group at the
first spring they found. Like so many other civilian scouts employed by the army during the
Arizona Indian Campaign. Jack Dunn was a part time prospector. Coming into Mule Gulch must
have been exciting as the red hills that surrounded it are a sure sign of mineralization. The group
had come into the Mules not just to look for the Indians, but also to find water. The first water
found near what became known as Sacramento Hill, was bitter because of the intense
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mineralization. This would only have added to his excitement as it was another indication that
perhaps something of value was nearby.

The next day, the water being mineralized and thus disagreeable, Dunn went further up the
canyon until he found a fine spring near what is now known as Castle Rock. Returning to his
group along the rough, south side of Mule Gulch, he found a piece of cerussite float. He traced it
to an outcrop at the base of a huge pinnacle of hematite, later known as the Iron Monster
(Duncan, 1911). Along with Lieutenant J. A. Rucker and T. D. Bryne, Dunn located the first
claim in the district on August 2, 1877, calling it the Rucker claim.

Cerussite, a lead carbonate is a common near surface lead mineral which was often a good
indicator of silver mineralization. A lead deposit in such a remote place was of no value in 1877,
but silver was another story. Cerussite is typically white to gray, but when it has been on the
surface of the earth and exposed to weathering for a long time, it would develop a reddish
coating of lead oxide (the mineral minium). It is almost certain that the material Dunn first
found had this coating and looked like just any other red rock in an area covered with red and
brown rock. However, cerussite is quite heavy and it is this weight that would indicate is was
not just “another” red rock.
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THE DISCOVERS OF BISBEE

FATE WOULD HAVE IT THAT NONE OF THOSE INVOLVED EARLY-ON WERE TO
PROFIT FROM THE DISCOVERY OF WHAT BECAME BISBEE.

GEORGE WARREN, A PROSPECTOR WHO
HUNG AROUND FORT BOWIE WAS
GRUBSTAKED BY DUNN AND RUCKER TO
STAKE MORE CLAIMS IN MULE GULCH,
AND INCLUDE THEIR NAMES AS CO-
OWNERS. WARREN STAKED A NUMBER
OF CLAIMS, BUT HE DID NOT HONOR HIS
COMMITMENT. NEITHER DUNN OR
RUCKER WERE NAMED IN THE NEW
CLAIMS AS AGREED.

EVEN TOUGH WARREN HAD MANY
CLAIMS IN HIS NAME, HE EITHER LOST
THEM THROUGH FOOLISHNESS OR WAS
CHEATED OUT OF THEM, MUCH AS HE
HAD CHEATED HIS BENEFACTORS ~—
DUNN AND RUCKER . HE DIED A PAUPER
IN BISBEE IN 1895, AFTER SEEING WHAT
HE ONCE HAD OWNED BECOME ONE OF

GEORGE WARREN C — 1895 THE RICHEST MINES IN THE WORLD AT
GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION THE TIME.




On the way back to Camp Bowie, Dunn met George Warren, a prospector. Dunn had military
duties to attend to, so he told Warren of his find and grubstaked him. Warren was sup-posed to
locate as many claims as possible, naming Dunn as the claimant in each case. This agreement
was never honored by Warren.

As a young boy, George Warren had been wounded and captured by the Apaches when they
killed his father. For 18 months, he re-mained their prisoner. Prospectors, upon seeing a white
boy with the Indians, traded 15 pounds of sugar for him. Warren then stayed with the prospectors
for some time, learning the "art" himself (Hart, 1926).

Many of the claims located in the district during the next six months had Warren as either the
locator or a witness. In spite of his early work, George Warren, for whom the district is named, is
bet-ter remembered for his folly. Legend has it that he lost his share in the Copper Queen mine in
a foot race with a horse and rider over a short course ... a loss that ultimately was worth more
than $20,000,000 (Duncan, 1911). The remainder of his property was taken into "protective
custody" by some unscrupulous associates.

Penniless, Warren went to Mexico and sold himself into peonage. Judge G. H. Berry, hearing of
this, paid his debt and returned him to Bisbee in 1885. With a small pension from the mining
com-pany, George Warren spent the remainder of his life sweeping saloon floors and cleaning
cuspidors in exchange for drinks of rot-gut whiskey. He died in about 1895, disdained and soon
forgotten (Hart, 1926).
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THE DISCOVERY — CLOSE, EVER SO CLOSE, BUT NOT GOOD ENOUGH!

QUEEN MINE TOUR

GRAEME LARKIN COLLI

THE ORIGINAL DISCOVERY OF MINERALIZATION WAS NEAR THE BASE OF
A HARD IRON OXIDE OUTCROP LOCALLY CALLED THE “IRON MONSTER”.
WHILE THERE WAS NO ORE ON THE FIRST DISCOVERY, IT WAS EVER SO
CLOSE AS SHOWN IN THIS PHOTO. C-1891

The early years in Mule Gulch, as Bisbee was then known, were uncertain ones. The cerussite
outcrop found by Dunn was very small and soon gone. A second and much larger prospect had
been found in Hendricks Gulch, large enough to warrant building a small smelter, but this
venture too ended in failure. The copper-stained outcrop long known to exist on the Copper
Queen claim had, up to this point, been of little interest. Silver, often found mixed with lead, was
the metal most sought after, not copper.
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WARREN IS REMEMBERED IN SEVERAL WAYS

GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION
GEORGE WARREN
C-1890

THE MINING DISTRICT WAS NAMED FOR WARREN AND HIS IMAGE IS

DEPICTED ON THE STATE SEAL.
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THE AMERICAN WEST AND THE ARIZONA TERRITORY IN THE 1870s

IN THE LATE 1870S THE BROAD
EMPTY VALLEYS OF SOUTHEAST
ARIZONA WERE REMOTE, HOSTILE
AND UNFORGIVING. INDIANS AND
BANDITS ALIKE WOULD KILL THOSE
NATURE DID NOT.

SOUTHEAST AR[ZONA 1879

FEW DARED ENTER WITHOUT
PROTECTION

Library of Congress

GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION
A VIEW ACROSS THE SULPHUR SPRINGS VALLEY GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION
TOWARD THE MULE MOUNTAINS

Southeastern Arizona was an empty land in the late 1870s. The map above shows that there
were a number of military camps present to protect the pioneer settlers from the Apaches.
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THE TERRITORY OF ARIZONA - 1876

BY THE END OF
1876, THE
CHIRICAHUA
APACHE
RESERVATION IN
WHAT WOULD
BECOME COCHISE
COUNTY HAD
BEEN DISSOLVED.
THESE MOUNTAIN
APACHES DID NOT
WANT TO LIVE IN
THE DESERT, SAN
CARLOS
RESERVATION

Lowen CALITON NI A

Now, GERONIMO
AND 400
APACHES WERE
ON THE LOOSE.

1876 MAP OF THE ARIZONA TERRITORY

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

As can be seen in the above map, fully half of what would become Cochise County had been
designated as a reservation for the Chiricahua Apaches in December of 1872. This area had long
been home to these native people who moved between the densely forested Chiricahua
Mountains and the broad planes of the high desert valley. There was absolutely no similarity
between these temperate and game-rich lands and the scorching San Carlos Reservation. When
the US Government chose to unilaterally dissolve the Chiricahua Reservation, it sent the
Apaches living there to San Carlos. Before long, more than a few Chiricahuas returned to their
former homelands, but as renegades, feared by all and hunted by the US Calvary.

To be sure, there were other driving factors as well that caused the Chiricahuas to return to a
nomadic and hostile life style, but this was the area they chose to return to when they fled the
reservation. Bisbee was to be established just west of the former reservation boundary and was
well within the territory which Geronimo roamed.
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BISBEE OF 1883

THE BISBEE OF 1883 WAS BUT A
SMALL SETTLEMENT AND VERY MUCH
AT RISK OF ATTACK BY APACHES, AS
WERE THOSE WHO SUPPLIED THE MINE
AND THE TOWN'’S PEOPLE WITH THE
NECESSITIES OF LIFE.

Tumbatens, A. T 2 = PR UL “
umbstone, A : z Woon 1 XN ~ &% e

N Xogh
GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION GRAEME LARKIN COLLECTION
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SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA WAS A DIFFICULT, HOSTILE PLACE
IN THE 1870S AND EARLY 1880s

IF THE DESERT DIDN’T KILL YOU THEN Tho citizens of Bisbee and Towh
YOU WERE AT THE MERCY OF OUTLAWS stone offer $5,000 and the county of

Cochise §2,600 for the capture of the
Bisbee murderoers.

AND MEXICAN BANDITS.

AND, OF COURSE
THERE WAS THE
EVER PRESENT
APACHE.

THE COPPER QUEEN
MINE NEEDED THE
PROTECTION OF THE
ARMY TO WORK IN
THIS UNCERTAIN
ENVIRONMENT.

Gex. Crook is polishing np his |
sword, preparatory to exterminating
the Apaches. If he succeeds, the
Eriraru will do its best to write him
into & Major Generalship,

COMPANY |, 4™ CAVALRY WITH APACHE SCOUTS ON SACRAMENTO HILL AT THE
ENTRANCE TO BISBEE -1883
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TOMBSTONE

1882 - THE APACHE PROBLEM

WEEKLY

Ly wdeht ahwnt usk, Bl Jobeson,
The Hestiten Attack 4 ot st v o Libmeater HHL™ wa
Tocsox, July 10.—The Siaes P Wl \ Lol Tl while an

Thomas special ssys thai hIbehing tesm, hout ten i les from
Just ereived from MeMillax Bishee, Th M AL Trom what
dispatoh from Globa anno med Froe His lest evenlny € are
o the Tth inst, forty Ap . ) s of Ihe nEalr
attacked the town, hut were repolsed .t { Johems t» & wrll known
aftar & hard fight by 1he eltlaene pym in . 236 | uhashaest dntlug » dnv
I'be light Iutcd‘hu a0 hour, dunn‘l,l l'am l""“ ". 1382, St -I. §it the: sertihe HI ". ; :; e
ulnrhd!he lflld"n' tried to set Bre 0 —_— ~ m— S puel v v x.. o hud m oy -lu-;' twedvr
s ror ¥ A
e i withoat sieem-]  ABORIGINAL DEVILTRY. pears ol woeling Wi and st dusk,
Indiau castalties are anknown, The _— Mere Indinn Atrecities, =~ | o] 3 his lia | precsolnl to yn
Indinen rotreated In the direction of ll Nerthern Monora lu a ¥tate of Terror— 'vcsox, September =.- ‘Au{".r" AL S ) e P A
Meassit ‘\"“,..‘. and Salt River, driv- Murder, Wapine and Rebbery {rcnx Nogoles (on the line), L.:l the | femilior yel) of the ne ,|.. ot ,“,I, . ,..‘4
|:g ofl ol :,n"lluck they l'"""l“.,ﬁ"d' Mere than Thirty Killed within hr:!. syl : 1iln¢ ,\,;;‘thrl;:e"r q:,:; | o 1o -I wl : i fer ble rifle, whil 1'
ecteniay 1o warn and protest sitic ]  TWOWeekn—t biquitonn Kea Devits {20 ERNE I UL POl ey | L T et
zeuw in Pleasant Valley.  Four com- Liavie to be auy where. sitsckod Michilones ranch sna killf't | oot vz i fiest o[t st siking (o anon
pasiies of the Third cavalry u-rI:-|l rowing tale The red flends were armed  » man, bis wife and father, took u_h\- " 1, glntciag oif, asd Loflietlag o palefal
from bevi vosterday (s pursait of the Sk s 7 tle gorl and baating bor head sgaiost | oo o 10 € the sl sene his
hostites  These Jndisns are the ren- [} With repeating rifles, and four of them did thefbeuse loft bor for dead.  She bas ||y oo Fawaidlately afier another bullet
sgades who killed Calvige, reinforced B the execution, not censing in their bloody recovered saficiently to veeite the | o imi ime i lufs ubadomen, bnst fartun

by abcut twenty others belonging to

the White Mountain band in the v; Hed X

g - : \ bafore the red devils killed ber. ne & He vrviched bedind the
THE HOSTILES of their victinm. Whca e hellish deed yqy ook ul the stosk on the runch. | 1wy it shautu 10 e Loy whe i
ATTACK GLOBE was performed, the flends siscd 2. 8hont A party of Mexicans followed 88d || e fuuunce awny un lewscunck, 1 ri
nnd eheered themselves, ‘Mhe bodies wore overtcok the Indians nesr Buena Wisken for holp, syl that be wonkd
EAIDING AND lll lbul.\'-{:m:.um. pu]ltd out, '.ctlped and mansled, will ;:i'l'!:',‘ T::Ll lb;'* :“[r:d::\.:k;:‘::;f -;1- .!lun the ¢ u' -|. until am x.u.. ,lmu\l".
e 18, — T & g LI g ' ) A 1 e by us wotidd, el panile
Uli;‘:;;ci:lu .:ay.uu that 11.: wlt::(: many symptoms ol glee aud rejoicing. gatnambeced them.  On Tuesday If i 16 1imve to Bie -,‘ II,..| Infi vin--‘ll!u
Mounsain Apaches were five daysont [ The bouse was.then ransacked and every the hasch Babo :l?ll'“ nlnl:lc‘::: aisside of | th ransutlow  relstel
bors Agent Panghurs vibed bt B portavi aricle confiscated. The corral 7, be s baad Killng one. | b il soprietaien ' s
> 1 ¥ 1 per Qoesn Inirandlatsly st ey work 1
Mn,\l‘u!fm, and had uidodylmu Plea- [ was tlen vwisiled, and two bhorses and 2 neaday Cuz.c.\‘ raach was jamped. J valiien b | 0 10 Johasoa's Awis
-bun \’.llay'bo{on 1‘1:- millx;ry could yearling onlf captured, The latier was Pedro ('h.\c.(u’ aud . .:)‘lhmt.“lw wul o pasty msntes Rad & ke

e d RS n A \ th ' e n ' apu! hiag to
arted thoy bave Killed ight pocpte, [ KiVled aod & past of its flest pucked on S0 SRS GO0 Ll v (|17 M 7 ek b to e
The ageot st San Carlos refased to [l horseback. Then nnother yell was lo« Jivided inte two bands. Mexican ||, voi; ; hamt mbleight woxan
provision the soouts bat h,-_: ove day, dulg!d in, the house and corra} fired, and soldiers apd citivens are passing in ot by tha wonnded mat. BT6 wio 6id

although the porsuing party intended ’ : R X on them troen all sides. prvoniadioianiens Sk
Tho tntest [ the fiends departed. They numbered six [ ericandy tort, theugh the wonsd in his

10 be out for two weuks,
intallivanse s ta the affant that tha

work while a spark of life remaioed lo any

EPITAPH.

fearful acts of craelty on har motber

ately etitnk o

vl s painty

— ~~- -
MOURE INDIAN DELILTRY,
A Maushot Near Hishes-The Sayages

tn Vores -Rewran ot the Waonnded
Mun ny fem Williame and & Fosuse

wirklge In kis bedt, thuredny

The savazss kept flring

‘eon, sad continued their way southward, — -
RAIDING AND MORE INDIAN MORE INDIAN
MURDERING CITIZENS ABORIGINAL DEVILTRY I ATROCITIES DEVILTRY

The above news clippings give a sense of the fear that the Apaches had instilled in the settlers of
southeastern Arizona in the early 1880s. In their view, the only solution was complete
subjection or extermination of these indigenous peoples. Many would die on both sides before
the end came in 1886 with Geronimo’s final surrender.

In truth, the good citizens of the Territory were at much greater risk from their own. American
outlaws and Mexican bandits roamed and pillaged at will. This would remain a serious problem
until the early 1900s, when the Arizona Rangers were formed to bring order to the Territory.
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Grave marker in the Bisbee Evergreen cemetery for
William Daniels "killed by Apache Indians June 9,
1885. Richard Graeme IV photo.

4| euslern Anzons, and the work of the

“ | poat few weeks shows fo what atent
'N-.'Mhuth.wdnmm
will go. Firet they began by petty
Uueving and robbing in the oeighbor
Lood of Clifsan, then they stincked the
Sootbern Pacific train, killed cngneer
Welnter aud robbel the express ocar.
Nearly three weeks have elapsed, sad so
far sa the publio kuow, ool vne o' Lhe
robbers has bDeen traced, nor de we
koow who they were, yot & number of
expert detectives have been in the Beld,
| wod muok bard work has been done in
| Whis territory and New Menion to Serrel

’m-wl.

Hefore the excitement of Lhe train
rolibers bad subsided. the same baxd of
outlaws, or s smilsr oue, last Saterday
wight euterad the mining cemp of Hiee
bee, robbed oue of the leading mer.
clants and in & spirit of reckless he k-
tews Lithertio uukoown 19 Arisoos,ebot

{ dowa wunoornt en aed womos sller

| they lind mecnred their booty, and when |

! there was notkiog even from the stand-
pornt of roblers to be guined by the
destraction of life. Tuie lawless slenest
L beld swny it soutbesstern Armous
loog esongh. The officers of Glrsbam
stid Coclise counties whom we 2ave
every ressos to bebieve are good mos and
disposed to do their duty sbould moew

| ther efforts to put the thieves sud rob-

! bers down, and if they fSad they caanol
do #, they shoull promptly eall tpen
Ouvernor Trtle for ssstance aad if

| the Governor has not the power, or can.

| ot Lelp them, then we sbould appy to

I the President or Congress for autbenty

'to raise 100 raugers to be kopt or the

| border unti! the last scoaudrel s Kiled
or hanged.

| While those despersdoss are beee 1n
Arzona aod New Menwo, they do not
belong bere, bat have gathered in om
Tezan, Colorado, Western Kavess, and

' the termitonies; therefore, Arizous and
New Moneo, should pot bear all the

! bardens of their rancally deols, nor bhe

levmpelled alose and sngle basdel to

jenjture the mobbers and thieves who

| Lave come from other States and Tan.
toren to ply  their avooatum I our
nparsely settind country

ARIZONA WEEKLY CITIZEN.

December 15,
1883 news report
on the Bisbee
massacre from
the Arizona
Weekly Citizen.

Outlaws and
Mexican bandits
were a far
greater threat to
the average
citizen of Bisbee
than the
Apaches.
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1887 — TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR ZULICK ADDRESSES THE 14™ TERRITORIAL
ASSEMBLY AND NOTES THAT ... "FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ITS HISTORY, ARIZONA
WAS RELIEVED OF THE CURSE OF HOSTILE INDIANS AND FREE TO DEVELOP ITS
MANY RESOURCES.” THE GRAVITY OF THE THREAT POSED BY HOSTILE INDIANS
ON THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA CANNOT BE OVERSTATED.

IT WAS A HEAVY CLOUD

WHICH HUNG OVER THE

WHOLE OF THE

TERRITORY AND TRULY

IMPEDED DEVELOPMENT.

ARIZONA
WEEKLY
CITIZEN
SEPTEMBER
4, 1886

UNBERGUARD
To be Ramoved t¢ Forl Unlue,
New Mezice.
VEROUSLESO AXD I BAND ARE

PRESOXN s,

SURRENDER OF
GERONIMO
SEPTEMBER 1886

Geronimo's final surrender in 1886 was the end to the last significant Indian guerrilla action in
the United States.
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Some of Geronimo's followers at the time of his ultimate surrender -1886

At the end, his group consisted of only 16 warriors, 12 women, and 6 children, some of which
are illustrated above.

Upon surrender, Geronimo and over 300 of his fellow Chiricahuas were shipped to Fort Marion,
Florida. Most of those shipped had remained on the reservation and, while not active supporters
of Geronimo, they were viewed as a potential threat by the government and populous in general.
As shown by the 1893 note from a Tombstone newspaper below, the citizens of the southeastern
part of the Arizona Territory had yet to forgive or forget some 17 years later.

GreroxiMo, the old Apache renegade
who killed more white people than
any other red ruan on earth, is said to |
have become thoroughly Christianized

during his sojourn in Florida. Itis
our gpinion, however, that the foxy
old villaio will not hoodwink St. Peter
Ly bis wily ways.

Tombstone Epitaph - July 23, 1893
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Geronimo posed for Tombstone photographer C. S. Fly after his surrender
in 1886
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Apache leader - Schuman in shackles and handcuffs, with his wives, prior to
shipment to Florida - 1886
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With the forced deportation of the majority of the Chiricahua Apaches to Florida, southeastern
Arizona was free of what most saw as its greatest menace. However, it was to remain a
dangerous place. So much so that the Arizona Territorial Legislation created the Arizona

Rangers in 1901 to be based in Cochise County to control the outlaws and Mexican bandits that
roamed and pillaged at will.
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